
Suggested Questions for Consideration in HLPE 3rd
Note on Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues
We welcome the HLPE 3rd Note on Critical, Emerging and Enduring Issues, especially at this
juncture with the looming triple planetary crisis of climate change, biodiversity loss and
pollution, which are aggravated by unsustainable food systems, and with the further
exacerbation of food insecurity by COVID-19, a disease which very likely arose from close
interactions between people and wild animals. Thus there are numerous emerging issues on
the human-animal-environment interface which must be considered in this 3rd note.

We offer the following suggestions for consideration in the report.

Urban and peri-urban food systems

Urban and peri-urban food systems have the potential to increase zoonotic risk by bringing
large human and animal populations into close contact. Therefore, we suggest a question that
would elaborate what policies can foster a One Health approach and reduce the risk of
emergence and transmission of new zoonotic diseases in urban and peri-urban food systems.

Revitalizing climate policies for FSN
We appreciate that the environmental footprint of intensive animal agriculture has been
recognized in the rationale for this issue.

We also are pleased to see the suggestion for evaluation of recent developments and
methods such as ““green economy”, “circularity”, “climate smart agriculture”, “precision
agriculture””, etc., and their “compatibility with principles of climate justice, to prioritize rights
and livelihoods of vulnerable groups such as smallholder and subsistence farmers, food
systems workers, indigenous peoples, women and children, especially in fragile geographies.”
However, we would add to this list also “animal health and welfare” as 182 countries have
agreed to implement the World Organisation for Animal Health animal welfare standards, and
the recent resolution at UN Environment Assembly-5.2 which noted “that the health and
welfare of animals, sustainable development and the environment are connected to human
health and well-being”.

Finally, we note that the recent IPCC assessment report on mitigation highlights the positive
role of plant-based diets, stating in the Technical Summary:

“Diets high in plant protein and low in meat and dairy are associated with lower GHG emissions
(high confidence).” pp TS-89

Achieving global impact for animals - together
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“Emerging food technologies such as cellular fermentation, cultured meat, plant-based
alternatives to animal-based food products, and controlled environment agriculture, can bring
substantial reduction in direct GHG emissions from food production (limited evidence, high
agreement)” pp TS-89

“The indicative potential of demand-side strategies across all sectors to reduce emissions is
40-70% 13 by 2050 (high confidence) … Mitigation strategies can be classified as
Avoid-Shift-Improve (ASI) options, that reflect opportunities for socio-cultural, infrastructural, and
technological change ... The greatest Shift potential would come from switching to plant-based
diets.” pp TS-98

In line with these issues, we would suggest a question that can address how consumption and
production patterns can mitigate or exacerbate climate risk, and what policies can be used to
shift consumption and production to be more climate resilient.

Recognizing the role and rights of food system workers
HLPE Report 10 “Sustainable Agricultural Development for Food Security and Nutrition: What
Roles for Livestock?” acknowledged the poor working conditions and low wages faced by
workers in intensive animal agriculture. This link has been exacerbated during COVID-19, as
workers in the intensive livestock sector suffered higher rates of infection due to working
conditions and lack of labor protections.

We therefore suggest augmenting the first question in this section as follows:

How to improve the working and living conditions of all food system workers, especially
those in the animal production and processing sector and informal and seasonal
contractual arrangements?

Emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases challenging FSN
We are pleased to see a section focusing on disease emergence, but we are surprised that this
section does not explicitly reference animal health and welfare or zoonotic disease. While we
welcome the reference to the One Health Commission, it would be more relevant and timely to
reference the One Health High Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP) which comprises the FAO, World
Health Organization, World Organisation for Animal Health and UN Environment Programme.

We welcome the definition of One Health as defined by the OHHLEP:
“One Health is an integrated, unifying approach that aims to sustainably balance and optimize the
health of people, animals and ecosystems.

It recognizes the health of humans, domestic and wild animals, plants, and the wider environment
(including ecosystems) are closely linked and interdependent.

The approach mobilizes multiple sectors, disciplines and communities at varying levels of society
to work together to foster well-being and tackle threats to health and ecosystems, while
addressing the collective need for clean water, energy and air, safe and nutritious food, taking
action on climate change, and contributing to sustainable development.”

We also note that the guiding principles of the OHHLEP One Health Definition includes:
“Socio-ecological equilibrium that seeks a harmonious balance between
human-animal-environment interaction and acknowledging the importance of biodiversity, access
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to sufficient natural space and resources, and the intrinsic value of all living things within the
ecosystem.”

And:
“Stewardship and the responsibility of humans to change behaviour and adopt sustainable
solutions that recognize the importance of animal welfare and the integrity of the whole
ecosystem, thus securing the wellbeing of current and future generations.”

Although the Rationale for this section could be improved, the questions in this section are
generally good, especially questions 3, 4 and 5. However, we would recommend using a
stronger One Health lens when examining the available data and information and developing
conclusions for this Note.
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